
GE THEME COURSES 

Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the 
Theme. 7KLV�IRUP�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WKH�FULWHULD�FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�WKHPHV�DQG�KDV�H[SDQGDEOH�VHFWLRQV�UHODWLQJ�WR�
HDFK�VSHFLILF�WKHPH��

$�FRXUVH�PD\�EH�DFFHSWHG�LQWR�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�7KHPH�LI�WKH�(/2V�IRU�HDFK�WKHPH�DUH�PHW��&RXUVHV�
VHHLQJ�DSSURYDO�IRU�PXOWLSOH�7KHPHV�ZLOO�FRPSOHWH�D�VXEPLVVLRQ�GRFXPHQW�IRU�HDFK�WKHPH���&RXUVHV�
VHHNLQJ�DSSURYDO�DV�D���FUHGLW��,QWHJUDWLYH�3UDFWLFHV�FRXUVH�QHHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�D�VLPLODU�VXEPLVVLRQ�IRUP�
IRU�WKH�FKRVHQ�SUDFWLFH���,W�PD\�EH�KHOSIXO�WR�FRQVXOW�\RXU�'LUHFWRU�RI�8QGHUJUDGXDWH�6WXGLHV�RU�
DSSURSULDWH�VXSSRUW�VWDII�SHUVRQ�DV�\RX�GHYHORS�DQG�VXEPLW�\RXU�FRXUVH���

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will 
be able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since 
the reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, 
names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

&RXUVH�VXEMHFW�	�QXPEHU

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced 
and in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal 
Wheme.  In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-
edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 
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ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

&RXUVH�VXEMHFW�	�QXPEHU



GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

&RXUVH�VXEMHFW�	�QXPEHU



Specific Expectations of Courses in Sustainability 

GOAL �: Students analyze and explain how social and natural systems function, 
interact, and evolve over time; how human wellbeing depends on these interactions; how 
actions have impacts on subsequent generations and societies globally; and how human 
values, behaviors, and institutions impact multi-faceted, potential solutions across time.   

����'HVFULEH�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�GHSHQGHQFH�RI�KXPDQV�RQ�(DUWK�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
V\VWHPV�DQG�RQ�WKH�UHVLOLHQFH�RI�WKHVH�V\VWHPV� Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

&RXUVH�VXEMHFW�	�QXPEHU



����'HYLVH�LQIRUPHG�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�UHVSRQVHV�WR�SUREOHPV�DQG�DUJXPHQWV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�DSSURSULDWH�HYLGHQFH�DQG�DQ�H[SOLFLW�VWDWHPHQW�RI�
YDOXHV�  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through 
which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

&RXUVH�VXEMHFW�	�QXPEHU
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the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 
words) 
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	Briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme: English 3XXX: Ecopoetics

The Department of English is proposing a thematic literature course that would familiarize students with literary reading through a contextual examination of how human activity has impacted the environment.  We have titled this course “Ecopoetics” to emphasize that this is a course on the interpretation and analysis of literary texts; the focus of individual iterations need not be exclusively poetry.  The objective is not simply for students to read literature “about nature,” but to focus on texts that represent the interactions between humans and the natural world within a specific cultural and historical setting in keeping with the General Education “Lived Environments” theme.  In literary analysis students will be encouraged to think about how social and natural systems interact and the long-term impact of human choices, central to the General Education “Sustainability” theme. 

Possible topics for Ecopoetics might include: Middle English nature poetry; poetry of the British Industrial Revolution; 19th-century American frontier literature; poetry of the World Wars; contemporary narrative and the environment; etc.  Instructors would be welcome to include other media (film, historical documents, etc.) that would help create context for the period under analysis, but the main focus of this course is on reading, analyzing, and reflecting on literature. 
 
	LO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Ecopoetics: Nature and (In)Justice in American Literature

In 1855, Walt Whitman wrote, “The United States themselves are essentially the greatest poem.” Indeed, the American landscape—its flora, fauna, mountains, rivers, swamps, and prairies—has long been a source of poetic inspiration. While some authors represented the Americas as an infinite wilderness and wellspring for natural resources (gold, beavers, sugar, oil, human labor, etc.), others recognized the inevitable scarcity of resources and unequal access and distribution to these resources. Our class will consider both of these melodies in ecopoetics. We will read and study poetry that describes the natural world, how human beings interact with the natural world, and how the natural world has been shaped by human action. We will consider two important modes of poetry: the pastoral and the georgic. We will also think about how the relationship between poetry, nature, and human labor has necessarily been shaped by two seismic historical events in the Americas: the genocide of indigenous people and the use of enslaved African labor to cultivate the land. 

The required poetry notebooks train students in "slow and patient reading."  The annotation project, an exercise in close critical and analytical reading, has students lead readers through a poem, "showing them why certain words, images, metaphors, sounds, syntactical choices, etc. are especially important to [their] understanding of the work as a whole."  For more detail on these assignments, see the syllabus.

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: Goals relevant to ELO 2.1:

•	To describe and analyze the complicated history of human interaction with the environment from a humanistic perspective. 
•	To describe and analyze the history of human recognition of their dependence on the natural world as an aesthetic, spiritual, and material resource. 
•	To describe and analyze the history of social injustice with a focus on the interaction between human and environment. 

The final reflection essay, in particular, has students identify, describe, and synthesize approaches and experiences by having them reflect on one of the "enormous questions" that are covered in the course: "what is the difference between the “human world” and the “natural world”? How has the appeal to “nature” been used to commit violence against humans? Can poetry ever adequately represent a non-human world?" (details of this assignment on syllabus)


	1: 
	1 Describe elements of the fundamental dependence of humans on Earth and environmental systems and on the resilience of these systems: Course outcomes relevant to this ELO:

•	To describe and analyze the complicated history of human interaction with the environment from a humanistic perspective. 
•	To describe and analyze the history of human recognition of their dependence on the natural world as an aesthetic, spiritual, and material resource. 

Students will achieve these outcomes through discussion and the final essay, described on the syllabus.  

	2 Describe, analyze and critique the roles and impacts of human activity and technology on human society and the natural world: The readings (see syllabus) are drawn from literature from the seventeenth century to the present and invite students to think about the impacts of human activity and technology on human society and the natural world in the past, present, and future. In their analyses, students will be "encouraged to think about how social and natural systems interact and the long-term impact of human choices." 

Relevant course outcomes:

•	To describe and analyze how poetry offers a unique language and perspective with which to describe human-environment interactions. 
•	To describe and analyze the complicated history of human interaction with the environment from a humanistic perspective. 
•	To describe and analyze the history of human recognition of their dependence on the natural world as an aesthetic, spiritual, and material resource. 
•	To describe and analyze the history of social injustice with a focus on the interaction between human and environment. 

The reflection essay invites students to ponder such issues as: what is the difference between the “human world” and the “natural world”? and How has the appeal to “nature” been used to commit violence against humans? (full description of this assignment on syllabus).



